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Sources that depict R/W widths: 

• Road Dedications 

• Subdivision Plats 

• Right of Way Plans 

• Deeds, Easements 

• Surveys 

• Date Created 

• Tax Maps 

• GIS Records 



Representative Projects 

• GEA-422-16.38 Bridge Deck Replacement 

 

• TRU-45-18.13 Culvert Replacement 

 

• POR-303-8.09 Bridge Replacement 

 

 

 

 



Scope of Work = Level of Effort 

• Defined Project Tasks 

 

• Existing Right of Way 

 

• Additional Right of Way Required 

 

• Information Available 

 

• Budget 



GEA-422-16.38 
Straight forward, fairly simple project 

• Field survey for the replacement of an existing bridge deck 

• Task 2.3.A.B. Monumentation recovery 
• Input limits of R/W from centerline, right of way, and/or property pins 

with record documents 

• Task 2.3.A.F. Establish property lines, tax id, & ownerships on base map      
(if authorized) 

• Initial research - information available 
• GEA-422-18.98 plans from Geauga County (1930) 
• GEA-422-16.38 plans from ODOT (1959) (1938 S.H. 35 Sec. W plans) 
• GEA-422-16.38 plans from Geauga County (1960) 

 

 



Existing bridge 
carrying USR 422 over 

the Grand River 



County GIS Mapping 



1930 Plan 

Radius = 1909.86’ 



1938 Plan 



1938 Plan 



1960 Plan  



1960 Plan 



1980 Subdivision Plat 



Centerline monuments 



Not your typical pin cushion 

Initial point found inside the box A little deeper inside the box 



Pin Cushions 



1960 Plan 



1980 Subdivision Plat 



Was additional R/W acquired? 



Survey on the north 



1930 R/W, 1938 SH, 1960 SH, 1980 Plat 



Parcel 16  
Volume 203, page 414 (1938) 



Parcels 1-SH, 2-SH, 
Volume 392, page 298 (1960) 



Right of Way available for project 



TRU-45-18.13 

• Field survey for the replacement of a 15” conduit under SR 45 

• Task 2.3.A.B. Monumentation recovery 

• Task 2.3.A.F. Establish property lines, tax id, & ownerships on base 
map          
• Input limits of R/W from centerline, right of way, and/or property pins with 

record documents 

• Initial research indicates decent information available 

• Task 3.4 Right of Way Plans (if authorized) 

 



Replace the pipe under the roadway 



GIS depicts 
the existing 
R/W = 80’ 



Proposed Plans include SH & SL Easements 



Additional Right of Way acquired in 1957 
Parcel 61, 25’ to 40’ off centerline 

Vol. 691, page 44, rec. 8/12/1957 

Parcel 61-SL, 40’ to 50’ off centerline 

 Vol. 691, page 45, sig. 4/30/1957 



Additional Right of Way - 1958 
Parcel 61-A, 40’ to 50’ off centerline 

Vol. 707, page 570 (569), rec. 4/19/1958  

Parcel 61-SL1, 40’ to 50’ off centerline  

Vol. 707, page 571, sig. 2/19/1958 



Proposed Plans include SH & SL Easements 



Existing deed cites 80’R/W 
and excludes the area 

within the Right of Way 



Existing R/W by 1957 plan 



Trumbull County Court of 
Common Pleas 



Appropriation of Right of Way - 1958 

69-SH & 69-SL 



The owners do not agree with 
the amount of compensation! 



Allow a jury to decide on  the 
amount of compensation 



Verdict 

The jury 
reached a 
decision on 
the 
compensation 
for the 
easements 

BUT, look 
at the 
slope 
easement 
69-SL 



What happened to the proposed taking? 

The original slope easement 69-SL 

 

The result of the jury trial, now 69-A 

 



What are easements worth? 

Offer for 69-SH & 69-SL Final compensation increased 



Additional right of way for current project  



POR-303-8.09 

• Field survey for the replacement of small bridge along SR 303 

• Task 2.3.A.B. Monumentation recovery 

• Task 2.3.A.F. Establish property lines, tax id, & ownerships on base 
map          
• Input limits of R/W from centerline, right of way, and/or property pins with 

record documents 

• Initial research indicates decent information available 

• Task 3.4 Right of Way Plans (if authorized) 

 



Right of Way Plan - 1949 





Tax Map for Lots 55 & 56 



Road Record Index - 66’ 



Right of Way Plan - 1949 



Proposed R/W - Parcels 1-X, 1-T, 2 



2011 Survey  



Reference Surveys 



Survey to the west 



Easement 1-X 

Agreement with owner 
Existing R/W 33’ from centerline 



Appropriation for Parcel 2 

Existing R/W 33’ from centerline 



Journal Entry 



Existing Right of Way 



Right of Way Boundary 



Right of Way Topo 



Existing & Proposed Right of Way 



Clear Statement 



Summary 

• What is readily available may not be the whole picture 

• Information is often duplicated 

• Check to ensure acquisition occurred as shown 

• Build from the foundation forward 

• Proper research is the most critical component 

• Trust your instinct! 

 



Questions ? 

Franklin D. Snyder, Jr., P.S. 
330-799-1501 

fsnyder@fokeng.com 


