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• Before any company can build a “major utility facility,” the OPSB assures that it 
benefits Ohio’s citizens, promotes the state’s economic interests, and protects the 
environment and land use.

• Public and local government participation are strongly encouraged.

• If approved, the OPSB issues a certificate for the construction, operation, and 
maintenance of the facility.
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Construction and operation are monitored by the OPSB
Updated: June 7, 2017
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Public informational meeting
Developer educates community about project and 
gathers input to consider in developing its application. 
OPSB representatives provide info about siting 
process and public participation.

Public comments
Written comments are filed in the case where they 
inform the Board members and staff. Comments are 
accepted at any time after a case number is 
established.

Website: OPSB.ohio.gov
Email: contactOPSB@puco.ohio.gov  
Mail:
Ohio Power Siting Board
180 E. Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215

Public participation
Local public hearing
Board obtains sworn statements from the public which are 
transcribed and become part of the official record that the 
Board considers before making its decision.

Held at least 15 days after staff publishes its report of 
investigation. Notification letters sent to property owners and 
local officials. Newspaper notice 7-21 before the hearing.

Adjudicatory hearing
The developer, OPSB staff, and parties to the case present 
testimony and evidence regarding the facility and cross examine 
each other. Intervention grants individuals and local 
governments the right to participate as a party in the 
adjudicatory hearing, file for rehearing, or appeal to the 
Supreme Court of Ohio.

Held approximately 2 weeks after the local public hearing. 
Property owners and local officials receive letters advising them 
of right to intervene. 



• For all applications or material amendments that have not been deemed complete 
by the effective date of SB 52 (October 11, 2021), the OPSB will include two voting 
ad hoc members.

1. A representative of the boards of township trustees located in the proposed 
project area

2. A representative of the boards of county commissioners located in the 
proposed project area. 

• Ad hoc members will be designated by the local government boards within 30 days 
of notice of application completion.

Ad hoc members



Board decision
The OPSB must find and determine eight criteria:
1. For electric transmission and gas pipelines, the basis of need. 
2. The nature of the probable environmental impact.
3. Whether the facility represents the minimum adverse environmental impact.
4. That the facility is consistent with regional plans for expansion of the electric power 

grid serving.
5. That the facility will comply with air and water pollution and solid waste disposal laws 

as well as air navigation rules and standards.
6. That the facility will serve the public interest, convenience, and necessity.
7. The facility’s impact on the continued agricultural viability of land in an existing 

agricultural district.
8. That the facility incorporates maximum feasible water conservation practices.



If a project is approved, the OPSB monitors construction and operation to ensure compliance with 
the certificate and any conditions.

• The developer must establish a complaint resolution process to address concerns resulting from project 
construction and operation. 

• The developer must obtain all required transportation permits and coordinate with the appropriate authority 
regarding temporary road closures and access restrictions, road use agreements, and traffic control.

• The developer must avoid and minimize damage to field tile drainage systems and soils, and repair or replace 
damaged field tiles.

• At least 60 days prior to construction, the developer must submit a decommissioning plan, prepared by a 
registered engineer, to the OPSB for review. The plan must include the parties responsible for 
decommissioning, a schedule of decommissioning activities, and an estimate of decommissioning costs, which 
must be recalculated every five years.

• The developer must post a performance bond to ensure funds are available for decommissioning and the 
bond must be adjusted every five years. The bond shall never decrease even if the estimated costs decrease.

Construction & operation



Rule review

Three public workshops to gather input 
regarding administrative rules.

1. In-person workshop
Oct. 4, 2021, at 10 a.m.

2. Web-based workshop 
Oct. 4, 2021, at 1:30 p.m.

3. Web-based workshop 
Oct. 8, 2021, at 9:30 a.m.

• Opportunity for OPSB to receive 
feedback from interested stakeholders 
and the public before draft rules are 
issued for comment. 

• OPSB is considering implementing a rule 
that is specific to applications for 
electric generation facilities associated 
with solar panels. 

• Workshops will be webcast live 
at www.youtube.com/user/PUCOhio.

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fuser%2FPUCOhio&data=04%7C01%7CMatthew.Sandor%40puco.ohio.gov%7C1ee928dbd04d4fd9a3fb08d9520725ef%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637631012913379381%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Wg%2BYsYQCABGKpkJxZDJg3F7FNBgA5ZCGNMOi3BInosA%3D&reserved=0


Learn more

OPSB Website
OPSB.ohio.gov  
• Case summaries
• Process information
• Calendar of events

Docketing information system 
dis.puc.state.oh.us
• View case documents and public 

comments
• Subscribe for case notifications

Contact information

Email: contactOPSB@puco.ohio.gov

Phone: (614) 644-7670

Mail:
The Ohio Power Siting Board
180 East Broad Street
Columbus, Ohio 43215
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