
2017 Land Records 

Conference 

 

Deed Descriptions  

What Are We Looking For 

and Why Does it Matter? 
                         

Stephen McCall, PE, PS, 

Champaign County Engineer 

engineer@co.champaign.oh.us 

 



Champaign County 1805 

Local Survey Systems 

 Virginia Military Surveys, 1790 – Eastern 1/3 

 Between the Miami River Survey, 1801 – Western 2/3 

 Surveyed by Israel Ludow in 1803 - 





Why Does it Matter? 

 Oath of office 
◦ State of Ohio 1803 

◦ When a county was created the County 
Surveyor, Recorder and Prosecuting 
Attorney and Clerk was court appointed 

◦ 1831 County Surveyor was an elected 
position 

◦ 1915 “Resident Engineer for the Highway 
Department” 

◦ 1935 Title was changed to the County 
Engineer  

 

 

 

 

 



 County Engineer PE and PS 

Requirement for the elected position 

 

 ORC has 17 sections of code that 

require the county engineer to perform 

surveying work.   

 Requirement for the PS adds the 

responsibility to maintain the 

surveying license requirements.  



Professional Surveying 

Licensure Requirements 

  In order to safeguard the life, health, 
property and welfare of the public and 
the state of Ohio, to maintain integrity 
and high standards of skills and practice 
in the professions of engineering and 
surveying, the following rules of 
professional conduct, promulgated in 
accordance with Chapter 4733. of the 
Revised Code, shall be binding upon 
every person holding a certificate of 
registration as a professional engineer or 
as a professional surveyor. 



 In order to safeguard the life, health, 

property and welfare of the public and 

the state of Ohio,…. 



 Wars over land ownership 

◦ Nations, states, corporations, individuals,   

◦ Relatives, and spouses 

 Who owns the land? 

 Who is paying taxes? 

 Are the names and numbers correct? 

 

 



Why Does it Matter? 

 Preserve the work of others 
◦ Previous surveyors, lawyers, title 

companies, insurance companies 

 

 Protect the public 
◦ Grantor and Grantees 

 

 State of Ohio 
◦ Accurately collecting taxes to provide 

services 

 

 

 



 What we are looking for: 

◦ Is it a new description 

 Minimum requirements as listed in ORC 4733 

and Conveyance Standards 2001 updated in 

2015.   

◦ Plat Check List 

 Location Map, Surveyor Clause, Scale, Date 

North 

 Adjoiners, acreages, names and references, 

error of closure, street/road name and width 

information, zoning certificates, Monuments 

must meet Surveying requirments 

 

 

 

 



The Process 

 Office Locations 

 Tax Map office in Engineer’s Office 

 Auditor and Recorder at Community 

Center 

 

 



 Contacted 31 county tax map offices 
 8 in Auditors office 

 12 do pre approvals 

 13 allow in family transfers  

 5 Exempt transfers not checked – no money transfers 

 4 no walk ins to the map room– documents start at another 

office 

 Exceptions allowed in existing descriptions 

◦ 2 counties – 5 exceptions 

◦ 10 counties – 4 exceptions 

◦ 5 counties – 3 exceptions 

◦ 1 county – 2 exceptions 

 Most require parcel numbers and prior deeds  -  

 

 

 



How long is a pre approved survey good that has not been recorded? 

 After 6 months - Plat updated with new adjoining owners ,  zoning 

changes 









Common issues – Point of Beginning 



Transfer previous deed “nothing wrong with the description”  





Over Lap and Gaps - 



Information and note of the issue 





Dealing with issues created before standards and zoning  



 Why we do it…..to get it right for 

everyone involved, preserving the 

work of those of the past and make it 

accurate for those to come. 



 Questions 
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