PRESS RELEASE
Scioto County Engineer Clyde S. Willis, P.E., P.S., signed a loan agreement February 28, 2005 to advance the construction of a new bridge in Harrison Township that could eventually change the way county bridges are built across Ohio.  Willis and Glenn Sprowls, Executive Director of the County Engineers Association of Ohio (CEAO) are shown in the photo above signing the agreement at ODOT.
"Scioto County is dramatically reducing inconvenience of motorists by using innovative financing and contracting techniques," Willis said.

The 45-year-old, two-span bridge on County Road 15, Dixon Mill Road over the Little Scioto River, will be sold in the next month or so under CEAO’s "Design Build" Local Let bridge program. Using traditional methods, the bridge would have taken 12 to 18 months to complete.  By utilizing Design-Build, the contractor can get started with his work while the designer is working on the final details of the project.
The pilot program uses a process whereby the design consultant and construction contractor collaborate to improve the constructability of the structure, and cost effectiveness of the contract.  The design cost now becomes eligible for 95% federal funding since it is part of the construction contract.  To avoid environmental impact, the new bridge will be between 180 and 200 feet in length and a single-span.  The type of structure will be up to the Design Build Team.  Dixon Mill Road will be closed for 120 days and traffic detoured. 

In addition to the Design-Build project delivery tool, this bridge replacement will be the first federally funded CEAO project to use the State Infrastructure Bank (SIB) for innovative financing.  The bridge is scheduled for funding in Fiscal Year 2008 which is too long to wait for the needed replacement project.  By advancing the project with a SIB loan, the project can be constructed this year for a relatively small cost to Scioto County.  If all goes well, Scioto County will be required to contribute only 5% of the construction cost and a little more than $50,000 in accumulated interest before the federal funds are available July 1, 2007 to repay the principal.  Estimated budget cost for the bridge replacement is $1,500,000.

"If the program proves successful, it could have enormous implications for the reconstruction of our deficient county bridges," said Sprowls.  “If we can find ways to build these bridges faster, we can dramatically reduce delays for millions of motorists."

“Thanks go out to ODOT for their hard work in making this dream a reality,” agree Willis and Sprowls.  “Expanding the SIB loan program to help the county engineers is good government.”  

